BILL COX WlNS

‘:'H:ur}' of the 1956 Inr.ematmnai
by Wayne Br_ncl-_tp_it ot

T}nr. story will differ from t['n: others 1 haire Wwritten. -

“an the Intcruatmnal due to the fact that Eway nnt an

actual eye.witness to the races rhcm'-r:]vc'- T was: cn:w_ on

- a boat i the President’s Trophy race. A's a consequence
1 am- greatly indebted to Gwen Lininger, 'wife of Ed .

i : Lu‘ungcl: ‘who took the movies: nf the InttmatmnaI far

her notes wi‘m:h she uses to write® tar]eh, et for t['le mtwiﬁs ;
-."Y{:u. will of course realize that ir-is very. h*u'd to w‘r:tl: R
oosrory i this inanner and get it accurate so liask you te o
bear with me if I make any errors. Wen: it nay For Gwen i
Ia*clrlg the notes there just wculd nut I:r:.- Hn}-' 5t0t5-' and )

'Agzun | tT-:a'nL her.

L Durm, my wife, and I started fu-r Buﬁ'aiﬁ ‘il a dnazimg.; S
ERRIE - 11, Huw_i:vcr We WEre In h:gi'l 5}311'.11;5 th]nlcl.ng ﬂffth:_ BRI
ks days ahead. Up through Conpecricur to the

. Taconic Parkway in New York State. Taconic. Par]m\-aj.r-

s beautiful and even in the falling rain it was a very nice
-~ ride. A Hudson, N, Y. we turned Teft: and ctthd_ Rip-' 0
____'-'~V'1n Wsnkle Bﬂdge- to the MNew 'Ym:k mru“'ay which 1s
- somie “highway believe me. Speed: limit. sixtyand | road.

-pleasant

very good. We reeled off hour after hour stepping only

. to eat’ Iunch and feed a friendly ch::g that came up to the

Arrived ar the Peace Bridge in sunshine and went - :._'w.is ta Crew fur, atrlved. and we lauuched and’ nggéd hrﬂe 4

B -i'_"l:r

: i‘tﬁl;uugh Customs quickly. On'te Rldgnway a.tu:}. Top0O
- the Ridge Motel where we stayed for the rest of the
- week. Very nice Motel too. Going through. R_Ldgew ay we
*saw Lars Olsen, who builds those beautiful Lighenings,

2 wisits, when ‘it Buffale Canoe Club,

i “and: tiu‘n lmfru: for some shut-ewr

i ..sfght :

-__"Ch ilriéli,r Dore.

_énd we had -a nice long talk.

i A.i. Lht da;-' wore on we mer: mcre x}f i

Inelj

n:r ‘.rru:et these old fl'.u::‘:‘r:’.zi~

CUREY CICE D‘ldd? Gene's Dad, sailed _with him in the
nitl.and this is a tough pair'to bear believe me, -

-‘E}u'”fd uId humc week  That tvrmng Hl:.‘rﬂ. le::l‘l?

and what a dinner it was, Steaks about two inches thick:

: Ldsa swell hm:t See wh;.- we go to these hu.n rares,
emerging from his favorite tea room which he. always: .
We had dinner ar the

o i;smnf— tea room and then wvisited . th.e chtb:__ Tﬂ._thﬂ Mnn‘T- csailed in a‘ra

~thing happen
3 wéathrt‘ for LEH': IIJ.tI
Buffalo?
~this story, In'the afternoon we sailed m anothér tune up

_'-3=1'.i11: club next mnm:—ng an.d it ‘was a b::aufifu.i.
he club is large and is set an:rung larg.:: 551.111: trees
Cwithoa wonderful beach immediately in front. Clear water
‘- and very fine swimming. A very 1mig, dock runs out toa !
i I:a,:rgn: boat ‘house beyond which is aﬁ-:rihc: Iﬁng, doek
_mnntng hay out into the lake, It_s a VETY, ve,r}r fine plact_' :
“to hold a regatta. Walr Swindeman. was already “there -
'-":11:rd"ﬁkl Oberson. Shortly afterward we mer Bev and -
Charley had a new Lippincott jmmd:_
CE e en Pee: Next we met Mr. Adams and his daughter, -
“lithar b\l‘:eﬂ girl and wonderful skipper who veu know as:

..got the boat ready. That night was the’ amma] mre-tmg

: '.M"Lrgu‘ I_"I"E'El' met his son Bob, and here is'a happy F—;m:h:-'_

_'pIa,r:: she was staying and then off to grt '
“if ever I siw one, and a lictle lat{'r Mrs hda}ns came along:"' :

the next day was 'THE DAY,

a.::ur”aid fﬂeﬁds;."'the door and. off to the restaurant for hreakfast.

i C i :
Ll s ke oE ionck smai B Wrﬁt-_gﬁmg o the eggs and Canadian bacon. We were just: ﬁmshmg when

Bl and L:‘bby Cox-arrived. Bill seemed Very calm and
CGH‘Ected “hut hlb J:H‘qtl'u:r Gardner,

2V K\fo _rn‘urmng more of the bqbat.a ]'l.‘ad a.rn#l:cl and E}-
_'gnﬂy xhere was that red hos 5|c1pp1:| Gene Wak: wn:{'t his:

- other early arrivals on the dock geuting the boats ready
- Ouie boat had the beer flag Bying off the deck and
doiths they were serving. A little early rIﬂaaugh ‘doni't

Lars"'.
ls-:n came back from wherever. he had Been anﬁl W
wl‘m I

U he Woner”™

boat. Then we went. to a steak dinner given by Mr. Adams,

arl.d viu cuuld ‘cudt tl':r.:m with your fark. Mt Fq.tIam_-. SLtI‘i-:_:-:_;'

ert mﬂrmﬁg th‘el:r was a tune up race énd the i
ed and we came back to the club. T had' previously
‘with - Karl Smither and’ 11&1"[ the same .
i was - beginning  to worky, nbom ‘the . -
Remember a few years ago. at
Well don’t ‘worry it isn't gum.g, Eex happ&ti i

race and did 're::r;r ‘well. Upon arrival at the ‘chib we mer
our. very good friends the Bill Cox’s and Bob Smith:
Br:rth Bill and Bob ¢ome from Danen, Coniti. We experch:d.._
big thin 5 _-F'mrn thém and weren’t disappointed. Libby,
Bill’s wife and 1 went up to get sails measured and Bill

with ;he usual hassfe

Dcr‘xis a d._.I PzeIpe.d Margarer Teske tnt i ngh.t i the :
i s,h:.:p Fo.t_

“The. big day dawned cloudy and it was hlnw'mg Om". i -_~.=:
i

who crews: fnr f‘um':"':
Was €ager to ger. gmﬂg sud rode: hack 15 the club:
feel the same way on race day. Ar the club we foutd

!‘.!'I... k! anll}f‘ rvérybrle arrived and Bud




off for the President’s Trophy Race and from here on
the story will be rold from Gwen's notes. 1 didn’t see it
but it was a thrilling race alright.

The sky was stll overcast with the wind SW at 18
miles. A cold stiff blow with the water very choppy. The
low llangmg clouds were magnificent. At 10:00 A M, the
warning gun sounded and everyone got ready to go. The
course was 3-3-2 twice around and fimish at sumber one
flag. Ar 10:10 the starting gun went off and first boat
aover was Charlie Allaire in 6070, INVICTUS.

Gene Walet took an early lead and stayved that way
to the weather mark. Then the spinnaker run and what a
gurgeous sight with the vari-colored kites flying m the
stiff breeze. Gwen told me that she would be warching
Tommy Allen, the present International Champion whe
had only just this past summer married his crew member
Anne Smither, the daughter of our very esteemed friend
Karl Smuther. Tommy really wished to make this number
three but in the Lightning Class it's a hard thing to win
this hig Casine once let alone three times. Gwen also was
watching the happy [rishman, Tom Fallon whose boat
sails with "no Hands™ “easy as pie”, according to Tom.
She also was watching the newcomer to Lightning circles,
a former big boat sailor, Bill Cox from Daren, Conn.

The second time around Walet was still in the lead
with Tom Allen working up to second place. After half
a mile of this Bill Cox passed Allen and when they
rounded the 5th mark it was Walet in the lead with Cox
second. On the last beat to the finish Cox passed Waler
to prab first place. A very exciting finish. First Cox in
Z1G ZAGGER, second Walet in Spirit 111 and third
Hank Cawthra in 8066. Fourth was Tom Allen.

Everyone then retired to BCC for lunch and Logan.
berry punch. Afrer a nice rest they went out to have an-
other go at it. Wind had shifted to the West sull ar 18
miles and the barometer was rising. Course was 1-7-3 twice
around.

This start locked like a parade.
weather mark and first to armve was Pete Gramge in
#467 RAMPAGE. Second was Walt Swindeman in
YANKEE DOODLE followed by Tom Fallon in FLARE.
Fourth was Charlie Dore in QUEEN BEE and Afth
Gene Walet.

Cox was 17th at this mark. Fallon picked up the two
leaders on the spinnaker run and led at the second mark
with Swindeman in second spor. The air is getring [ighter,
A1 the Afth mark Fallon has worked our a good lead.
Bang goes the finish gun and it's 3 minutes and 5 seconds
before Walt Swindeman shows for the second spot. Third
is RAMPAGE with Pete Gramge, 4cth is Walet and fifeh
Cox. How Cox got out of the tank T will never know but
it must have taken some doing. Afrer this second race
Cox and Walet were tied with 86 points each. Second
was Pete Grainge with 83, third Tom Fallon wih 827,
fourth was Walt Swindeman with 79 and ffth Tommy
Allen with 78 so you see they were certainly close ar this
rime,

Mewt morning we were up early and had eggs and
Canadian bacon again. At the club the skippers and
crews were engaged in very quiet serious conversation [
could sense a growing tenseness in the atmosphere. We
walked ont the cat-walk to the outer boar house and ook
big sniffs of the cool, crisp air. Tt was a good day to be
alive. Looking down from the catwalk to the shallow,
clear water, the whole bottom looked like a whoele tray of
cocanut bars with the sunbeams dancmg like butrerflies

They were away to the
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here and there. Out at the moorings the boaws lay quiedy.
As one gazed ar the skippers and crews getting aboard he
could not help but think about what fine people these
were that sailed and raced Lightnings. Sometimes squab-
bling in the heat of a race and maybe just afrer, then as
soon as the boat 15 tied up everyone is the best of friends
and spends the evening singing and partying with the
same one whom he had beat on the head dur:ng the race.
Then the next morning back to the boat determined and
serious. Well to ger back to the story, we watched the
crews pack spinnakers and the boxes contained the names
af the labels of many fne whiskies and beers. On the
way to the race the clouds were fantastically beaudful.
The course was 1-2-6,-1, once around and fnish ar 1.
Wind 15 miles from the Northwest.

A hair-raising start and they are off. Tom Allen s
firse at the windward mark. Tn second spot yacht 6494 and
third Yankee Doodle, closely followed by Karl Smither
in THERMIS 3 Ms. The course 15 a long thin triangle
running out into the lake a good two miles. It is land-
locked and smoother at its base and blowing and rolling
at its apex. Spinnakers pop at the mark and Tom Allen’s
is lipstick red. Tom gradually pulls ahead and Cox finds
himself blanketed, Walet at this time is in tenth place.
The sky is deep azure and the clouds are breaking up and
scattering. It is climbing toward high noon. Fallon i
about fifth and the boats out near the mark are making
heavy weather of it. As they again start to weather,
Point Abine Lighthouse shining white in the sun looks like
a child’s toy. The crews are soaked. Cox is two hoat
lengths behind Allen and suddenly he is ahead. He
keeps Allen covered and finishes first with Allen right
on his tail. The wind is now dying fast and it is getting
hat, Much yelling from spectaror boats. It now stacks up
with Cox leading followed by Allen with Kael Smither

in third spot. Fourth is Tem Fallon and Fifth Gene
Walet. We all have lunch and loganberry punch.
The 4th race starts at 2:30 P.M. The lake is just

covered with boats as one looks toward the American
shore with the city of Buffale in the distance. There are
seven shades of blue hulls, many shades of green and
some red and yellow. One 1s pink and another lavender.
Truly a sight one will long remember. Toward Buffalo
the sky is black with choppy little waves on the lake, The
whole thing 15 one grear shimmer. The course is 5-2-3-1
twice around and end at Z£1. One baar is fouled ar the
start. The air lightens shortly after gunfire. Allen gets
a shaft and gers our ahead with GREASED LIGHT-
NING close behind. At the weather mark it's Allen,
Swindeman and Freddy Hibberd in 23003, A few luffing
matches develop. In the light air it seems the anly way
to pass boaes. Acr mark 23 Allen is stll ahead with
Swindeman second. Boats pile up at this buoy and there
ts much thumping and velling. At mark 25 Allen is still
teading with Swindeman second but Herm Nickels, the
boat builder, is now in 3rd spot. Allen holds his lead to
the finish followed by Swindeman, Nickels, Cox and
Snither.

A big party takes place this evening. Dancing to
Murphy's Barefeet Philharmonic, The preacher who s
an honest to goodness Episcopalian Minister proves him-
self really "hep” on the dance floor. Bob Graf relates
some stoties that are horribly funny and of course sings
Iy Bones which is a little short on pure music but much
in the acting department,

The point standings now are . . . . Bill Cox 131 points,



.:_Eufne _ﬂalﬂ 127 points, Fallon : 524 pﬂmt&, x"'l.ﬂcn ._'___
poines and with 114 points.

Big skulls the next morning Jtl'lv.‘i 51(1': o rl'u' races,
‘Course 2:5:3-1 twice around, buoys to pott and end at

'_:q:l Perfece: Lightning weather. f_veryrme tenge and a
lietle weary. - Allen and Cox running each other up and

‘down the starting line and bang: goes the gun and they

HeRLh are away. Cox is first ar the weather mark fai[uwtd by

‘Hank Cawthira and then Mack Gooadwin, Walet s ﬁth-

and Allen 15th. A reach and a ‘béaunful 'ipil"lllﬁiff‘r tun

. and Cox still leads followed by Cawiliza: Walet gets his .
: '---\pmnalcrr in the water and Allen has plc&ad g & few.
At the 4th mark it’s Cox, Cawthra, Walet, Chatlie -
Dare’, and AIlcn has now moved to Tthe Al the apn:::tatur ;
boats sputt For the finish line keeping 1 well our of the way. -
Th-:y anchor as close as possible to BURGEE the Com.-

E!E‘ﬂ':-

thiteer boat and the roar. is deaftmnq, as they wait for
_the ﬁnuh ‘of the series. Cox the new lmermﬂﬁna[ Cham-
plon is first. over and the horns blast and hlast.
‘s in second; Waler third, Wes Wiedrick {:purth and

i _CharIrL Dun: fifth. A few moments later the water's E‘dgi‘_ (o)
s 2 buhlvt and: the big lorey is }fﬂnkmg out boats.ata =

- great rate, . Some eager skippers run their own trailers

“into the water and haul that way. Lots of excitemént and

-are we proud. that our Connecticut :.k:ppn has won the

3 -:bjg Caslnn Wr are as hanr.w as hc s 1.ru:1 pmud nf i'um

“Thar c‘wnmg everyone turned cur’in spit:and pohsh :
ﬂ'u:_ glﬂ:. s

After three

'days of blowing and getting m’:fcrd the fellows turned -

.' -for the big event. namely the trophy banguet. -
in theit. gay cottons sure did look beauriful.

~ -out in white shirts for the first time mia week. An’ e]f.g’tnt
" repast ‘was served in true B.C.C. f:t.shmn a[te:r the very
_impressive flag lowering ceremony in. feont of the club.

. The  dinnee. consisted of flet mu.gnun haim:d putarue:.,-
At our ‘table ‘we. ‘resérved a

i .bfﬂf_‘t.ufh salad and desserc.

pldr.c for the crew of Zig Ztggﬂ which won the Inrer:

- gational, namely Bill Cox, his wife, brother Gardner . and :'

CBill's san: - Bill was held up due to the. fau thar someone

- had backed into his trailer and broken it and Bill had to.

; However he armived in ciu.c course. AL
. the speakers table was Commodore Warren Hunt of the -
BCC and Mrs, Hunt. Alsa incoming LOCA President Bob
7 Mann and his wife Audrey. Also the Fleet '[_.apt of BCC-
525 __'-I.«‘lwu':lh‘{‘ Whistler, General Regarta Chairman, A Law- .
‘FErice Hﬂ[Lm’ube, LCA I}tfbldfnt; RU.&&- z'-"uﬂl:nt aud nt}:cr_"

have it repaired.

: -_'dlgmu ties:

i “dled and smoothly run.

d'p\{d‘l.‘dl!‘.ig of the tmphie:. As g cu:.t;}rrn.r}{ in nghtmng

B B e Inf;tnatiunal banguets the Presidents (_'u.p trophies-
Cuare ‘miven out first and in reverse order,. thatis che fifth
place 't.rophf is given out first, then the E:aurlh place trophy.
Cand se on. Fifth place in the Pre‘:sr&rn.t 3 clr.r.p Avak a‘l.-.-'an:h:d ¥

e Eouidh i‘ria.r:c fiy: B}H ‘L"{i"aﬂn:r'_'
ek FErje Pa. Third to John Palmer, Sn'ﬁ'ie‘r MY qa-:nnda: :
‘Head, N. =
g 4 'Ihéy all ¢

" Smither i$ now the new “Mr. Lightning” and it cm:icln t i

o d}d a’ \e‘rry .fmue _|::li:1 of 5a]1mg an& :.r:rralriljr Elrht:Wtd tl'l:_.'_':_happtn o d: nlsei' gu.}x or one who deserves J_tﬂ]urs

}’LEI.'L‘I 1rnphy Prl:sE’htatan there was ;muqm, dﬁhcmgh
elbow }J:ndmg and goodbyes between friends. Doris and
T walked oot to our car with Mr. and Mes. Adams whu:f B

We drove away with many @00 o

; St ﬁf:x G .":l'l"lll'l from Detro.

. to that swell skippererte, Marge “Adams, Ba
o and f:‘rst to Dick Karslake of Chairrauqua.

s __t' mpi‘ucfv

Ne.\.r ch&fcltnt Allen prc:.:rtn_d thr_ rrﬂpﬁ:::a fnr 1]14:'..

‘ :In_te'rn ‘Ltlﬂnﬁl

to Karl {the new Mr. Lightning}  Smither; . Tiurd

C:a.wtl'l ra

Slars  Qlsen.

: Fifth place ta Herm {l-:gI'ltnmg hurhiﬂ"i {\whcnh Fourth :"_:"tre the parenxs of Marge.

"._.*__Tqrmny [ﬁ\“u_e International L‘ha.m{:utmj Al]'eﬁ Semm—f

S A 1 LMAKE R g

Cusfom Made Sails fﬂr

- LIGHTNING -
. CHAMPIONS
i i_"'.:;p-e:i'l-:.rr_a'f:tﬁmanship.
Fimest Materials

Prompt Service,
Telephone Estimates,
Dacron, Cotton

I Rnwes Wharf,

— Boston 10, Mass ;
Telephnne = leer’ry 2- sm

to G:m: {rwmf Nnrth ﬁmtrlcan Sailing Champmn] Wa},tr'.-:

- and first to Bill Cox of Darien, Conn. now the ew Inter-:

national Flla!np!ﬂn _‘What il place flags, ete. B:.ll re']ﬂ}r-':.:
Lr::ll::lk home some foad of loot. L
Fo go back a ‘moment to the Prcr.ldcnts trupi-l'ljr Ptl‘."iv

-:titatmn When Juhn ‘Palmer of THREE _W'I“\[[}S gat.

his third plﬁrc trophy he and his crew sang a song that
almost had everyone rolling in the aisfes:

a great big kiss:: He seemed to enjoy it very much.

And now czn.lu: w]'lat to me at least was the’ l}l‘ll?‘ .e.ﬂd' SRR

_ﬂum AR A 11.3, evenin
Al the th"tnk you remarks weie th:ud ;m& c,cﬂqlnﬁy the:_.:' : oy gy, E:

i Committee. should have been tfﬂ.uked, and’ then ' some,’
o as they put on a rerrific regatta; Tt was. [‘.-eauu[ulljf ‘han-
Then came the big moment, the

prf:senti:d with a  very fine cartoon picture of him and

Wale was leaving the Class to sail a Dragnn_ from now on.

' To me who has for many years been steeped in the
“traditions. and- customs of the Lightning Class it ‘was R
‘hurt to see Walt go. I have for many years ac]mun:& his-
- flawless sa:Img and helmsmanship, have slept at his hou:

Cand eaten at his hrfd,ltf‘aat table, and been fbtﬂ]d.s of s
: and hi

is yery nice mff Dot, for many vears. 1 felt some.

how' as if ‘a part of the ' ot gone with Wilt and - e
cindeed it imd for we. sha][ all miss him very much. Karl =

."h’LFP}‘ memories-of a wonderful regatta.. l:]u.:.{ Wlﬂmg m.:'_-
shaﬂ see- yc-'-'a].l_ ;

i m C.unntcncu: in 1‘}5?

Avd ke
__'Ma.'rge Adams crf WHIRLWJ.ND got her: aLrund Tfl;‘trc CEE
'trﬂphy Shr_' gave 111:1: bﬂy friend who iz ‘11m her {'[E‘W,. VinE

Wale Swindeman was

-1t ‘was, very funny and I cuuidnr I-u-ip
Ia.uglung I.lﬂtii the. rLa.Sﬂ-n for the pn::.r.nt:a.tmn ‘was. gnrrrh_ :




International Championship Entries

Boat Total Final

MNo. Boat Name Skipper Points  Position
3841 FigZlagger Willtam Cox, Darien, Conn. R : 718 L
3082 Spiric 1T Gene Waler, New Orleans, La, : B i 200 2
4811 Atom _Tom Allen, Buffale, N, Y. 108 3
3000 Thermis Five M's Karl Smither, Buffalo, N. Y. ? 191 4
3333 Two Birs _Herman MNickels, Fenton, Mich. 154 5
GGG .4 R s H. J. Cawthra, Detroit, Mich. 182 ]
3100 Flare : ——— . Tom Fallon, Buffale, M. Y. 173 7
4040 Jane's Mink i _drthur Wynne, New Orleans, La. 169 &
5090 Wee Dee 2 L Wes Wiedrick, Derroit, Mich. .. . . |64 Q
A0 Yankee Doodle JWale Swindeman, Toledo, Ohio ) 159 K]
467 Rampage _Pete Grainge, Buffalo, N. Y. : . 158 11
5984 MNavember Robert Smith, New York, M. Y. : 151 rd
1903 Glackenspiel Stuart Anderson, Buffala, N, Y. : 151 13
4545 Windfall Mack Goodwin, Detroir, Mich. 149 14
37RO Dixie Richard Sykes, Drookwville, N. %, 143 1%
HO2E Billie Carl Fichenlaub, San Dis.‘gn. Cal. 139 16
3003 Flash : ..Fred Hibberd, Rye, M. Y, 133 17
HO7 Invictus Charles Allaire, Middletown, M. - 178 1a
IO8A Gray Ghost ...Bizey Monte-5ano, Larchmont, N Y. 125 19
3284 Sparks ______ o _Jim Carson, Metedeconk, M. J. 121 20
6330 Blue Cloud : Andy Connell, Manhasset, N. Y. 117 21
6996 Queen Bee —Charles Daore, Haddonfield, M. |. 113 22
6294 Greased Lightning .Ted Turner, Savanah, Ga. : 110 23
4897 Blue Jacker TT 3r. John Mclntash, Rechester, N, Y. . 0% 24
3559 Torrent Fd Kennedy, Rocky River, Ohin 103% 25
6330 Jimlin TII Hobert Crane, Darien, Conn. 10145 24
098 Sr.ulnwng v John MclIntosh, Savannah, Ga. 1ol Z7
3438 V.‘lgaband Bob Adams, Bay Head, M. . 0§ 28
3694 High Society e, William l'{taly: MNiantic, Conn. a7 L
3894 Wild Goose 2 Sinclair Reynolds, Skaneateles, N, Y. 97 29
3353 Shady Lady _Richard O'Donnell, Philadelphia, Pa. 96 31
6363 Bon-Bon EEE ——Ronald Blair, Chicago, Ill. _______ 9 iz
2279 Halili-Poo-O - _Manning Barber, Paoreland, Ore. .. i3 77 33
3955 Tempest __ . Rabert Mann, Columbus, Ohio _ .. _ S 73 14
H01% Hooligan - ——Barney Mead, Baltimore, Md. - T 72 35
446 Aeolus [I1 B. O. Buckles, Decarur, Il : I a0 36
5096 Flying Cloud _Oliver Filippi, Englewood, N_ J. . 38 37
HOGO Holy Smoke TIT Rev. Ensworth Reisner, Richland, Mich. . = 5714 i8
860 Bam Reid Dickerson, Little Silver, N, J. 3 : 57 30
6401 Harem Girl _Hetman Henschen, Baltimore, Md. IR | 440
4863 My Gal 2 Gearge Fisher, Columbus, Ohia ey 32 41
3920 Sly Vizen Marbury Fox, Balomore, Md. 50 42
730 Bon Joy Leonard Pratt, Greenfield, Mass. 34 43
6239 [Duchess Edward Ellis, Castletown, Vr. 29 44
2794 m'rindspe:tr Charles Ha]lagan, MNewarlk, M. Y. 17 4%

28



R rum Mal:c'h 25 to March 31. a 1|'13ngular coirse - ]a:d
" ourside of the protected harbour of Callao was the scene’

" of the litest Pan-American and South American Lightning .

- Class championships. The windward buey was anchored

- mear the ‘Maval School of La Punta, while ﬂ'uz: iecward:'.
buoy was set 115 miles north. Buoy Humbﬂ 3 was due”
“The rourse was i

west of number 2 about half a mile.’
Cothe middle of the unprotected “dnchorage - u.h::re the
Periwvian Navy maintain their destroyers. cand, landmg

: x.c]:ups, an& where commercial boats also: 1}1::11::1:: 521 e B
: dltmns are abways perfect there, with'a gi:ntiz qweH at the
- most, and steady southerlies in the afternoon ranging =
i Morning winds usuaﬂ}r began

- from: the notth to veer south ar midday This made’ the -
morning races quite unpredictable due tu'thc rnlch'an:t"

sup te about 12 knots.

¢ Lhdﬂgﬁ.‘ L'FF 'I.'l."!ﬂ'd am:i EH.IJEEE! many l'.ll..a"l't;-'}!rl!:'!'ks i:l'.l ‘i.E!l'ITlE Of

o the: midrace Teadess: Races were held morning and afrer v
* . nipon for the South American and Pan Ainerican: champi-
- onships, a day began with a Pan .
. next day a South American race ‘was the start‘ur

Drgammtmn was perfect, most derails - bemg handled.

f:w]qs& Barreda Moeller, the Ser:retary of the Peravian
: Ltght.mng Association. _
‘petitors by th.c Peruvian Yacht Club;: n:xrcpf tor the. three
- Ecuadorian crews, who brought ﬂwif own boats thanks

ta the nesrness ﬂf the countrics and the: cm!rt‘cs',r of !

1 G’:':l.re Lin

“Sails were furnished by sach competitor

' Club facilities in Callao were also topnotch, the landing
imchorage, firse clas:—-.mtl ‘the Peruvian paid:

. float, the'
: __E:aurlw_ cheered all winning nations. and crew

i lll:l‘fc ‘beer was naﬁrd around art'h aftrt*race
“Most of the boats were built in Peru, except
t é; ‘and the Emadutmn boats which are Durch

peclaﬂ}f

. Idie was: the un.
2 :.'rji utﬁ:f ‘star of the rharnpmns&pr. E;n:'l.l]g a Fe.n ':_'a'n

i -?fn_uh hu“ he won all races except; hree. Two Were-.wnn :

- by the Plaza brothers from Ecuador, and one b}f Catlos
5 'N—ava‘rl:-:: from Peru. Gateia frc&n Urugua‘p* was a.Isu

Bioy Bo-Calle Harbdue, Plisa .f_'%!':_';rl_.fr.i-r.}_ From Bedador; !

1956 PAN :AMERICAN & soum' AMERICAN
L:ghtmng Clu55 Chclmpmnshlps

oA Tsela f,P‘er ¥t

Boats wi'_'ts'c Fu‘tnlshcd tc: aH GO

AT sails however, were A:mencan., Prarn:ally:- 1188
i dacmn, Unﬂouhttcil}- the Umguaya_n

T weRng - fene cfore Siimnker vom 00

T{le result:r. i’ I:l':rlfL Pan American l:l'la.m_[nunsh1pb were s
3 T (.mld.m (Ur.}; 2. H. Garcie (Ur.), and C. Navarro

{Peru); 3. E. Plaza (Ecuador); 4. J. B. Baader (Arg.};
5P Husrfici {Peru); 6. B. Barreda {Peru); 7. K. Cd:rega :
.:{Cnf} 8. A. Piazza (Peru}; 9. J. Kursell {Feru): 10, -
E. Estrada (Ecuador); and BN
____-Pechahch f‘f:'.c'adur}, 12. M. Gurerrez (Feru); 13. M
“iJaceb {Culmmbm} and J. Barreda Moelles (Peru); 14,
). Russell (EEUU); 15. Curutchet {Atgentmi,‘r
- T. Alcaro (Peru); 17. G. Aldana {Coloinbia) " and -
‘B. Takefman {CAL). and B. Elsner {Bolivia).

From all reports this was one of the best ]nmnatmna]' :
sad.:ng championships held in South a’tmeﬂm, and set'a

‘standard for all future competitions. Boats wete dé:!w-ered
in. perfect: condition, lodging was furnished by the Peru-
d v13.rl 'Clul'i ini sonu:. of the best hotels in tuwn, and lunch_';'
as given in ihe club, although at times there was a
i tffmendmt& seramble ‘to grab something before starting
mztir_an tace, and: the

rime  camie up in the ‘afternoan, eqpeclai]y when  winds

'went hght a.nd it todk half an hour to cone back o ﬂw.

'irfqﬂ.é-"f{ ani Urigtiap-=the 1




ROLLER
WIDER
- SPINNAKERS i

ARE SHAPED TO SUIT THEIR BOATS in: e

el effart)

(Pat, Applied far)

A BIG BELLY IS BEST FOR A LIGHTNING BUT ON AN “E"
SCOW OR DEEP-KEEL BOAT BROAD SHOULDERS ARE BEST.

Tha seow can only reach
with o chute when the
wind i1 toa light to
plene har, Within limits,
the position of the cen
ter of efort of o spin-
noker con be ploces
high or low at the op-
tion of the designer. It
has been proven repeat
edly that Lightaing A
can sail through the les

\ b : of B in a breeze and

=i, g - when the wind pipes up,

E ».___\-"_'_-_," .':.'gu:-e; inte o plone whils

K "B ostruggles to stay wpe
right.

THE PRIMCIPLE OF THE

ROLLER is wider flight.
The arcs represant the cross sections af twa
spinnakers of the some girth. | |5 evident
that tha flatter swil intercepts maore wind ond
can reoch closer. Whot s not evident is thot
o convenlional chute can mot open os wide
oz o ROLLER. Only by corefully tailoring the
spinnaker from mony specially shoped pieces
is it possible ta make #s luff stond out os
o sfun'sl without o yard arm. This Feolure
is original by Walter W. Roller and is
patentable.
ROLLFRS ARE DESIGMED TO PROMOTE FREE
FLOW of the wind. The pockefless wverbical
profile lats the oir out ot the foot freely.
When reaching the smooth Aot cross section

flows o good bit of the wind off the leech. This flow odds suction 1o laaward
to the impulse of the wind and gives the spinnoker {ond the main on a
reach} a lot more power. Spinnokers con stoll like on ceroplone ar @ mein
that is trimemed teo close. Ridgas in the soil help to breck the suction sconer.
Therafore it pays to toilor them info smooth curves even of added cast,

Whes ROLLERS were first introduced in 1955, they were built to the exact
dimensions of the specifications without wsing the maximum foleronces. We

believe thia te be the spirit of the specifications, There are, howaver, many
spinnokers that go to the outer limits ond many of the skippers feel thot

they are of on unfoir odvantoge even though ROLLERS con wsually
bect the bigger boys in the brushes. Wa, therefore, reluctontly come

out with a

NEW
MODEL

FOR

1957

Which is larger,

Flies in light air,

30

“E SCOW RAMGER CLASS

THE PROOF

OF THE PUDDING 15 IN THE EATING

At the BIG LIGHTNING CASINOS boats with ROLL-
ERS placed in the top spots as follows:

1955 Chompionships
L % &5 11, 12, 13
1955 Presidents Cup
2 6

1956 Midwinter
1. 3, 5. 8, 7, B, 1
1956 Chempisnshibs

304,05 9, 10° 11, 14, 15, 17

1956 Presidents Cup

v 4 308 0910

“Spinnokers that used the

ROLLER principie,

I aur Lightning Class last see-
san, CTor. Benm A, Smith, [l of
Ancrisguem, Meocs, used o ROLL-
ER in oll bur six roces, and
dack 17 firsfs, 1 seconds, 2
thirds, 1 Fourth, 1 fitth, 2 sixths
ungd bad ane breokdawn. He
won  Morblehead  Roce  Week.
Twe Firsts and o Fourth failed
fo give him the Masi. District
Chumpionship. He waos  fleet
champion and won siz spacial
Fraghies.

In the 1255 Michigan Districes,
Alex Corlin hod 4o restart o
weatn last in that race. Using his
ROLLER he poswed 14 boots an
thie free logs of the first round,
and won the recs an dhe secend
raund.

Leest yeor in the Roven Cham : g EOn
pionships only Bob Smith had o R e 1
Ratlar. In ana dowrnering leg he G e
tacked from Z1st place 4 Isb ;

in the Drogon Class of Sonta
Meonica, Ralph and Solly Deluoo
waon 23 of 13 roces, ond Sally
sOYE VHow hove the spin. really
flying. All firsts fram Sapl. to
Dec. by at leost 5 minuvtes on
mast roces, Predty Good Saill™

Flies wider sﬁ"r In aur stondord red, ecru ond green colors scheme they currently sell for
513000 postpaid. Write:

Reaches closer ROLLER WIDER SF‘NNAKERS

Runs faster ROUTE 1 MNEENAH WISCONSIN



racecourse outside the brealc.wawr
uudcr those - vonditions, the A_mr:nr:m fleets were un:’

0 gall ehie shots. You keep her mnvmg
o ourselves with clear wind seversl boat lr_r.p;ths up the. ime'-_'
from Walet; but he rides the shifty ncrrrhwe_l.t, puﬂ:s best ;

_n:prmrenl:rd and Russell, a local resident, had o defensi
along the  American ciabiie:

sailors had sailed at sea level, they were lost in the heat

- of these latitiides. Missing b hawling and freesing winds -
“of tﬁflr 14,000 feet high Lake Titicaca, fhe:pr showed great
© .spitit in spite of all their handicaps.

e bow to chem,
anr_’[ Sd.iull‘ these  courageous . :-lr‘atr.‘!spt‘l(‘.r]c‘ I1ghtnmg

It WA tc:n 1':1:] r}mt.

: All three Colombian crews
_--_arr:ed 11d1¢!- ‘on board, giving . a. feminine much to tE'u::
. Eegatta; “and pn:v:nt:ng any outbreak of f:rad maniers i

the buoys especially. This being the frst time the Bolivian

: Fruadm m‘d

"sminrs {ﬁut F‘mpﬁ never may  they hold" tin_ L:ghtmng.-'

Tnt&:rﬂarmna!s in ‘their frigid waters.
" This championship was another step in Furgmg [:ﬂ:th.‘
ties between South Amencan Lizhtning sailors: The r]155

'-"prcmr-'fﬁ to become the standard International type at

léase in ‘:qiu'[:h America, and International meets will fast
become. cnmmrbn as -a result. Proof of this is that in
October of 1996 a ten boat regatta of Peruvian. Colombian
and Ecuﬂdoni-ln crews were  held in G'u'ty.aqut[ ‘with
Wandrrfui &ucﬂ:“ Ecnador won the first three places.
Plaza; Fstr:id'l 3 Mavarro of Peru and Plaza of

LOG OF THE ”ZIG ZAGGER”

IUEBDAY,; 'EFPTFMBI:.R 4th~

Wt erail all day via the New Yurk I'hmw-:y ’Quppcr
iy FRI'DAY SEPTEMBER 7th:

Al B‘RI:AI\PAS'T With three races ta gu we deur:ie 5
. agatnst masch-rdce tactics,

“at the ﬂuﬂ-’ﬂq Canoe Club. Check ‘in, ger Wﬂghed and

k faum:hcd *\tf'p mast, drop mccrrmg S:HIS are measured

: WLDNEED&Y SEPTEMBER 5th:

L In ltmrmng tune-Up race in \rmy ]Jg[]_‘l’_ 111‘, e f_su:k A

_--what later ‘proves to be the "wrong” direction—-are at

least & iile: bhind the leaders when tace.

R G If'bﬂrncun tune-up race we take the” rJgI‘lt .'nn:q ﬁmqh
i 3-::-1 m ‘il:u Andtrscn and Carl E.s.:h.:nhuh

"IHURSDAY SEPTEMBER ﬁth

FIR%T RACE: At warning :-Ig'l’l"l.! ﬂkrpper begms tcr.

Crew calms him. wrrh MRetax!

‘show NEEYOusness.

We'll

af all,. leads the fleet at every mark.:

'lhru: ‘quarters up the final beat tu t}u_- ﬁnnh Wete B
“Tinie to'
DIE‘!‘}F Ready a.h::llu{, says
 skipper.  But at thar moment our main sheet pares at the
: -_';_.un cleat, and we have to stay on the same tack for re-
i M!nutcr- later when we're fmal'[ ‘able to come ahnut
we ;ur*k up i huge Lify off the ﬁ.hmp :.I'mrs,: 'l'hat purs us
right up with the leaders. As iwe converge “with: Walet

i *h'h or 3th place, well offshore of near by boats.
- play safe for 5th,” says crew.

pmrs

: ﬁb‘frtlt' 50 yatds from the 11!1:: he: Yﬂ_u'\ i Sra:hl.mrd taclc_1 :

We bear off under his stern, fetch i finish mthnut'_'i
-I::lchhg, and thank him for hamitmr ws lse pf.'u:t ke

o In:!d tﬂC]Cﬂ‘t instead of crﬂssmg l.l.s.1 WS wnu}d H;ﬁe Bﬂ:n, i
i ..._:"’nd

; Tf our old main sheer had ﬁnm ATrOn g
'"'fwcruld !'r-a#e lr-een 5ih . _Cawthra is :td AIrI::n 4

*\T ¥{JNCHTIMI: I‘ltar that Bbb E:rﬂmz_: mm ef ou

it -:h:th turn the firse mark 17th. Do liedde betrer on the

it 5:'115'11 Eve legs, begin the final bear 13ch "3]::1!1: ‘tacks. frqm'

. “most of the fleet by heading tmmrd Cr}staj Ee-smh z‘-".n:

-:.'_::-’Eessed withi-a sizable mshore lift thar. moves us. ‘up. o
-EllnsI'J Seh; d:rl‘:rtf}r behind Walet, i

- oby Umare than  three minutes - owr g

e _-.Gr"unge" 3ed. SR ;

5 THe rest of our Fleet 3 134" Bu]:r {_'r T.n:a ﬂptnﬁ&ker':ﬂ'. 'J"E“'-ld? well ;'-iiu"d‘i."t, gEEH it firse, pulls out ingo, i tm&nu:ndi:}us

~lead. We benehit too, move uo to about Tth. On’ final l-.-qsaf

we plv:k up a I::wnnHP slant into 4th plac.r: A‘, wﬁ :ms.s'-,- N

falim: 14 un

: '}-11

Cealled off.

H At bt&[t ﬂ-L Em‘f

under the entire Heer
SHuffs amnu& the! Cnmmltr.c::s anchor I:nc

W

d P\u cimmc ‘now but to continue on one long .fu-im

~_:r|ants’ Kﬂ:p I'H_r iuu\mg

didn't jam again, buc Bob Smith’s did! Dtopped?_
th. Nebody knows fnr sire w}taﬁs caustng d—u,sr_-;;.-

_1&113 upﬁ L lhl:"IL a J.mx on all three of our HE‘PT7 .Wﬂl' !
we . be ncxt" WE ti‘ttclc and re-check our ge"u_ ;

even though tied with Walkee,

Gr'i!ngr, F-llf-m, Swindeman and Allen are :J.I Tow ciuw i

: v-:thtn 3,4, 7 and 8 points, respectively.

THIRH RAFE CAllen leads at every- ma‘rk Wf AT
" between 3rd and Ak finally get Znd ar the rnd of a long - :
leeward leg when t{m two boats directly ahﬂd c:F us lmﬂ. it

a mlld luffng march, o
" On lﬂng best to finish, we stay out of phasé w:t.h Alien,

- so he can’t cover. Finally we get a strong puff combined :
".WItl': a Tife, jump into the lead, cover Allen the reptafithe
W'l? tfr du& ﬂmsh Srruther 15 3rd, Fl"un “dth,: War?t Sthi

CATE UH’CHTIMI

l:!f Wal-er |::"Lat b‘rrH mjt LIll:I.I.IIE-E: . march- rAce: nctlcs

FGT.}RTH E-"H:F Wind s seill shifey ot i::rf tT‘re- e

nnﬁhw:-t but !Iszhﬁ‘.t more full of holes, Porrend of

“line seems Favored: Waler poes for it, on starboard tadk, 7

. We follow,: ‘only one boar between. All three look early, &
Sy &luwmg dawn,

Still look early. Waler has to bear off

‘at the Commirtee Boat and jibe for a re- start on porttack, .
Boat to leeward: of ks
e ’pinth by,

GLLD FOES.

take his mnd‘., g:t

s-a{r leeward pnsumn i.:-u tl'u: n_-.{ qF' :
the. ﬂret : ;

Then it hapnens. We sail into:a Hat -.,prrt w]}:l_[i‘: hgats o
_'_EH: LI‘*E Shri:cfarc‘; :an nf the line et puﬁt; with & gm_sa! o
- shift to the. rrgi'rt- ‘Most of Ihe fleet hfﬁ. inside of us.
'-_Wa: re deen in the cc”’u‘, and it's a cold; mldf Fﬁ;tmg_'”"
E '_thref Tepresefitatives from Fleet 2134, had his spinnaker
Sl hafjr'drd‘ jam aloft, causing him o sail pase the Ic{:warc];.--
: ! |nar!c into, ]1<T p!'ire Finished i4tE Real tough luck.

' SECOND RACE: We get out of phaa.c with the mm:i::"
. They. . ARE f[:lt

Lrd

'I:aclc toward - P-::Jm: A[’:mo Near the lay line e get A

=1'w_.:|der come 11‘}111.“ onte port tack. Sl ook bad—bur < -
what's’ r!‘us? BDRE.‘: in the middle of the: bay f_mﬂ; a0

Wmh yuur };*er-: A

; G carcy air zlang the Abino:

- shore and ‘ghde up to abour 14th ar szt mark Bodes o
ahead on rh:: second leg lose all headway, We hold high,

. drift past sone, then .—:E:mur toward s'lmre [}v mcimng at
' j:'_r'!ght angffs to th{‘ course, in almost no air,

Crew kerpr. saying,

‘Nllen ~a_-1 :

Breeze: ﬁnal];ﬂ mmc—b in again off the b&at_h

- With 4 points over E-"'J.‘E'rt, 7 er
='F‘|]Tm'r.. RJ‘H:I g Over ﬁLHE’.ﬂ we decide to start i the. vlclmwi R




Tom Allen extends his greetings from a power hoat,
having already put "Atom” away for the nighe after
winning by more than 9 minutes over Swindeman. Fallon
15 15th, Walet 16th. A lucky race for us . . . .

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th:
AT BREAKFAST: Scoreboard shows a lead of 6 points

over Allen, 16 over Walet. Dedsion s unanimous to
match-race Allen, especially since he outsailed everybody
yvesterday with his Znd and Ist

FIFTH RACE: Ten minutes to go: we begin shadow-
ing Allen, tack for rack, jibe for jibe. Five minutes to go:
we almose lose him in close quarters with the rest of the
fleer. Four ro go: we're on his tail going away from the
Three to go: we're leading him back to the line.
If he's nervous, he doesn™t show it. Can he see how
nervous we are? Two to go: we're leading him down the
line, in position to force him to overlap vus to windward,
We kill headway. One o go: he outmaneuvers us by a
sudden burst of speed through our lee. Positions are re-
versed! MNow he's just ahead of us, lying in wait to force
an overlap on us. He lets both sails flap; so do we. He
loses headway; we back our mainsail. Ten seconds to go:
Allen takes his eyes off us to look down at his wateh;
at same moment we trim both sails simultaneously, leap
ahead while he's still flapping, take his wind. Gun! Allen
gets smothered by other boats too, can't get clear air,
comes about, heads off on port tack under most of the
feet.

line.

Cawthra is nearby. We both tack and inscantly fall heir
to a 20-degree port shife that lifts the two of us across the
bows of the entire starboard-tack fleet. Both come about
ta starboard of the fleer, then get a starboard-tack life
that maves the two of us inte a sudden guarter-mile tead.

Part way up the second windward leg we cawch the off.
shore edge of a strong inshore lifr that jumps us well
ahead of Cawthra, as our slant never reaches him av all.

After rounding the last mark and sheeting down for
the final beat to the finish, crew says, "Just play safe, and
don't let anything break!” Seconds later a puff hits us
broadside, there s a loud "boinng!”, the whole boat
twangs, and the jib starts coming down. First thought:
"There goes the series!” Then, out loud, "Let off the jib
sheet! Haist the jib on the 5p1|1n3|;c_er luiyard' Voice
from forward, "Don’t need to! The jib halyard didn't
break-—the ball just came out of the carch. Probably
wasn't seated properly!”

Jib gets fully re-hoisted and we succeed in playing safe
the rest of the way up the last leg. Prolonged din from
the large spectator fleet as we cross the line. Cawthra still
Ind, way ahead of Walet in 3rd. Allen looks to be about
th—a remarkable recovery after virtually re-starting—
will be series runner-up over Walet with pl.euty to spare.
But wait! Allen is hardly mowing, has fallen into a Hat
spot, gets passed on both tacks, finally finishes 13th . . | .
Walet is series runner-up, Allen third.

What happened there to Allen happened o everybody
at wvarious rimes, and in greater or lesser degree. Through-
out all five races the wind was "offshore”—full of puffs,
shifts, and lighe spots. Cawthra got a 24th, Crane a 42nd,
Fallon a 28th, Grainge a 26th, Swindeman a 33rd, to
mention only a few of the un[uf!{y. So, in a series [ike
thart, "Zig Zagger” know how really lucky we
were!

e On

{signed) Captain, Bill Cox
Exec. Ofheer, Gardner Cox
Junior Officer, Bill Cox, Je.

66-68 ERIE ST. U
WILCOX CRITTENDEN HARDWARE
| RACE-LITE STAINLESS FITTINGS
| SMITH-VALSPAR BOTTOM PAINTS &

WIDE DECK CANVAS

1830—1957

HOWARD H. BAKER & CO., Ine.

Manufacturers of

Lightning Cockpit Covers

WRITE FOIt SAMPLES & FREE CATALOGUE

BUFFALO 2, N. Y.
AIRGUIDE INSTRUMENT CO.
SPEEDOMETERS--BAROMETERS
A Mo, 700 SPEEDOMETER
WILL SURELY HELP YOU WIN




PONTIAC YACHT CLUB
AND FLEET 54

ANNOUNCE

o

1957

MICHIGAN DISTRICT LIGHTNING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

TO BE SAILED ON CASS LAKE

JULY 19-20-21

FOR ENTRY BLANKS AND FURTHER INFORMATIOM WRITE:

Lightning Fleet 54
c/o Robert Plew
592 Brookside Drive

!
%
|
!
|
!
|
|
|
%
%
|

Birmingham, Michigan

e P i o 1o o o o e e o oy o o e Pt e ] e gt e e e e o e et i P e P e e T e e e i Y e e e e e i e g

1
F R e S B s S e | mﬁ:ﬁﬁ-mumm-u—tuﬂé

et

ik

33



EURCPEAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONHIPS

held by Fleer 268 at La Neuveville, Switzerland
August 8-12, 1956

From the very heginning of August, La Neuveville's
vachting harbour showed intense activity. Lightnings
from everywhere are joining; so are the crews: Iralians,
Gireeks, Finnish, American and Swiss,

[t's raining all day along, bur this morning, the #th of
August, east wind begins to blow. [f it keeps blowing on
through the night, fine weather is at hand and will last
for several days.

In the afternoon, the crews, foreign and narional, are
welcomed by the Muncipal Authorities; friendly words
are exchanged, the wime flows abundantly, skippers and
crews stnile, yachting friendships are established. Withour
i, sport would mean nothing, And what abour the races?
We shall think about 1t tomorrow. For the moment,
everybody enjoys this first great success; the first meeting
of all Buropean LCA districes and the presence of our
American friends, Dick and Mel from Fleer 229,

THURSDAY, AUGUST 9TH

ist Race. The weather is sunny and the first race 1
fixed at 9 a.m. Many spectators flow ro the harbour to
attend the crews’ activity before the starr. The inhabitants
of LaMNeuveville are not given everyday the opportunity
of admiring 31 Lightnings in their harbour! Meanwhile,
the jury is geeting busy and the Blue Peter is hoisted.
The 31 Lightnings are approaching majestically the
starting line. The winds are very light, which in the
gencral opinion, will be favorable to the Swiss boats,
the sails of which are very curved. In fact four Swiss
Lightnings {Santa-Mana, Quand-meme, Marie-Galante,
Plutu} take the lead. A ffth Swiss boar, Tougn_aTab{:u,
is unluckily disqualified in favor of the first Ltalian Boar,
Posillipa, from MNaples. Then follow closely Sidian
{Finland}, Fandango {lraly), Milan and Maeki [Switzer-
land). Sixteen minutes separate the first from the last
atrived; the battle has been severe!

Ind Race. The start of the second race is given in the
afternoon, the winds are still light. Twice the start had
ta be cancelled, as roo many boats made an early seare
Finally ar 3:20 o.m., the whole fleet crosses the line look-
ing for the wind zones. Temporale [Italy) and Santa-
Mazria (Switzetland) are in front. On the free run, the
boats closen again to each other and some 25 boats are
flocking around the last mark, whilst the winds are
f:tluwing stronger. Four Lightn.ing:; are ahead; the’y are:
Santa-Maria  {Switzerland}, Sidian  (Finland), As de
Carreau (Switzerland}, Temporale (Traly) followed by
Tonnere de Brest znd LaRafale (Switzerland). The finish
is very exciting, Santa-Maria is the first to cross the line,
but unluckily she has to be disqualified for not having
observed a right of way rule during the race. The day's
results are: |. Sidian of Finland; 2. As de Carreau of
Switrerland; 3. Temporale of Traly; 4. Tonnere de Brest
af Switzerland; 3. Saraco of Traly; 6, Garoupa of Switzer-
land and so on.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10TH

ird Race. The winds changed to west, slightly at frse
then increasing in intensity. Soon after the start, As de
Carreau, followed by Milan and Tonnerre de Brese {all
Swiss boats) rake rthe lead with Saraca (Italy] pursuing.
On the free cun, the mentioned boats enlarge their lead.

At the next mark, the winds are still increasing and one
can notice thae the Italians, perfectly mastering strong
winds, are catching up! Yet, two Swiss boats, As de
Carreau and Milan, are the first to cross the finish line,
followed by the Tralians Tempaorale, Turbine and
Fandango.

In the afternoon, the winds were so desperarely sligher,
that the jury decided to cancel the given start, an hour
later!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11TH

4th Race. The weacher is no longer fine, A west wind
blows strong. From the beginning, it was obvious rhar
the Italians were to master the battle-field, And so i
happened.

Some 1200 spectators had gathered and flocked by the
harbour and the starting place. A loud-speaker was com-
menting on the race and the colored spmnakers were
generally admired. The boars are splashing and foaming
along to the great joy of the public who applaud franri-
cally at each arrival. The whole town is talking of nothing
but the races, commenting on them in their own manner!
The first five boats are Ttalian ones: Posillive, Temporale,
Saraco, Fandango, Turbine followed by four Swiss boats:
Sinoe, Tonnerre de Brest, TaRafale and Schufri and then
a Greek hoar, Gipsy.

Fth Race. In the afterncon, wind gushes whistle in the
shrouds, reefs are set, crews dress water-proof, life belts
are at hand! At the start, LaRafale |Switzecland) breaks
her mast; a2 collision disqualifies Tonnerre de Brest
{Switzerland); a further collision entangles two masts
and bath boats capsize! Tt was exciting! Some boats did
not start and only 20 out of the 31 finished safely! Yer
the Ttalians take advantage of that and enlarge their
lead; whereas the Greek boat under spinnaker was 1o
capsice by the sland of St. Peter! A strong ram set in
but the public still waited to see the f(nish. Six Italian
boats are the first to cross the line and well deserved is
their triumph: Fandange, Posillipo, Temporale, Turbine,
Saraco and Icaboba, Then come Garoupa (Switzerland)
and Sidian (Finland}.

TEMPORALE (Italy) becomes the European Cham.
pion of 1936, She had worked and sailed solendidly in
all races and her skipper, R. Camardella, can be proud.
Brilliant runner-up was FANDANGO skippered by F.
Cavallo.

103 Furapean Chamepion: Ralplh Camardella wmth ks creic

Sergin LCapolmo and Sofvafore Boned



The har of "Joyeux Tribordais” contined " all night
through the merry feast and ended these Championships.

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTA
LIGHTNING CLASS ASSOCIATION

Standings

.- Final

Boar - Boat Stand-
No. - MName Skipper Homu: dng . Pis.
4122 - Temparale R. - Camardella lraly [ 4007
4966  Fandango E. Cavalle Iraly X .-3863
6390 - Posilippo IIT G, Pesce Ttaly 3. 37FT
438% - SBaraco CoRart Tealy - S T
4777 - Sidian J: Koskimies  Finland 03044
3745 Turbine F1 L. Merola Italy & 2976
: : 5840 Tonnerre de Brest - T. Moeckl Switzerinnd P T
Farhe CIE at En N ST ity s ot ot p385Y A de Carrean T110 J0P. Lurhy Switzerland .08 380
e T S T _-"-‘-"' 1’ £ ""' comiivast - gesas  Milan . Colombi Switzerland -9 2484
BE e A R 5567 Sinae B, Perizet Swirgerland 10 . 2363
35 bubi b rani [taly Ll 2320
ia -the Swiss- District Championidhip; ID\'\IEE‘_I:. DE ';’;{;3 E?mi?;ﬂ. C!. I[jicrnhln: Swi:zr:r];lud 1253
BREST, skippered by Theo Maeckli, our Swiss Iistricr . 6174 " Banta.Maria J. B. Weber - Switgetldnd 1 13 2173
Secretary, became "‘nwub Districe and Fleet 268 champ for 2802 Zephir P. 5h'l'-‘m|-"ﬂ' Switzerlamd | 14 2163
1956,  Runner- ks A N FJJ';RRF QU 839 La Rafale. ( ]: Micoler Swirzerland: 13,209l
up in b CONTESLE, or: Lk Xad AT S LR Quand-meme A Luthy  Swirzerland 16~ 2020
sLl]:rperf,d E-‘-} 1. P Euthy: 4450 Bosen 11T I B Bagser 17 S19%6
Satarday evening, some 230 Petsons {OGL part at the 993 Pluto H. Keller Switzerland - 181929
official banquer offered by Fleet: 268 ar the Horel <] 3361 Ergon: - I B. Lecoulers 5 54 IEEE
e T : A T i i _iJ:‘i I‘:n'].lnc-!:u'h-'mzn R. Baumann 3wi apd IO A7 2T
e e el P ALC representatives ol gil emintries par 3811 Srhufe 0 Weher Swirzrclind 71 l,ﬁH]
ticipating. in the races also atfended: . In cordial ‘tepms; o 3581 Maeki 11 Stoeckli = Switzecland 225 1333
the reokesentatives of the LCA European fAeets expressed ?.]{.g; %lea- S i ?]E%a_ndgr Iglnl;quSL;;:;:; E; tzi:
i Y 7102 Tofiga-Tabou 4 witzerlan 2 243
their joy in. participating 1 onF lhampjonshjps Then, 020" Gipay bl S ey RS R
Antonio: Tafuri, leader of che Tralian crews’ sy ndicate, 916 La - Dianie R. Bloch Cwitrerland. 35 . B9
pleaded the cause of the poor erewinen, slways victims. 6395 -Baraka Y. Burrus Switzerlanid 27 ' 824
“when 'the race was victorious the skippeéc earns; all rhc 4300 - Adibi. H. Thelen Finland 18T
trigmiph; whien it was & defe: i e e B £271. Yseult A Borteron  Switzeland 29 - 774
t ph:. as at, the crewmen are always iS5k i - Flafer i R T
accused™! 5496 Kuk W, Barben  Switgerland 21 | 305
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SWINDEMAN WINS MID-WINTER
LIGHTNING CHAMPIONSHIP

By Spencer Brown

Walt Swindeman, perennial champion, took advantage
of St. Pere’s fickle breezes to capiure first place in the
10th Annual Mid-Winter Regatta, held February 22, 23
and 24th.

Using a borrowed boat and a bang-up crew—Howard
Boston and Dick Krauss, Swindeman par.r.cl the Heet with
a steady 4-8.2.3.14, taking advantage of every break to
capture not only the coveted trophy, but also to rerire
the Muggs and Skeeter Trophy which had withstoad the
assaults of skippers for the past ten years.

The Toledo Express, which Walt raced to victory, is
owned by Toledo Lightning sailor Bud Melson, who was
unable to come to St. Pete due to a sudden race of his
own with the stork.

The weather was fitful and ranged from sunny warmth
to winter cold. Skippers started with full canvas and
finished with rail down breeres. The air hauled all over
the compass and often boats, completely out of the run-
ning, roared down to the mark from nowhere to make a
spine-tingling bid for the lead.

The first race on Friday morning gor off to a cold
{32°) start with a moderate 7-12 mile wind that caused
skippers and spectators alike to bundle up like Fskimos.
The first time around found Smithers leading the pack
with Swindeman and Meclntosh in close contention, A
the final gun it was Smithers, Crane, Fallon, Swindeman
and Stueland in thar order.

Friday afternoon turned out to be warm and sunny,
and the second race was held in moderate breezes with
clear skies. The second spinnaker leg caused the crews
to look lively as the wind hauled sharply and spinnakers
were dropped all down the line. Anderson, Wiedrick
and MNelson led after the first lap, but it was MNelson,
Wiedrick and Oberson at the finish.

The third race on Saturday had all the skippers keyed
up to a high pitch — more familiar with the weather and
rarin’ to go. [n cold and sunny skies Fallon, June Met-
hot and Shay rounded the first leg in the lead. Fallon
was able to hold his position, but Swindeman and Crane
charged up from the pack to take over second and third
positions,

It the fourth race, Saturday afternoon, Wes Wiedrick
held a commanding lead all the way, and came home the
winner in an 8-10 mile wind. The top skippers literally
held their positions all the way as Olsen and Swindeman
chased Wes throughout the race for the second and
third spots.

Saturday night was marked by 2 gala cockeail party
o end them all. The "Off the Record” affair found our
denizens of the deep dressed in the weirdest collections
of song-title costumes ever seen this side of Tin Pan
Alley. Joe Stueland’s gang from 5t Joe, Michigan,
dressed as The Seven Dwarfs [minus two)}, Sneereyied,
Sleepied, and Dopied their way to title honors in thes
popular event! The rest of the happy pathering tried
their best to feel terrible the next morning!

Sunday’s fifth and last race caused enough excitement
to give the Lightning Hot Stove League many a yak-yak
during the cold spring months. Jon Ruhlman’s Ruler

36

'Il'lrl.i.

st and &f

broke his spar and Martin O"Meara’s Baby capsized on
the spinnaker leg. Other boats charged all over the course
in the whitecapped seas, as all made their final bids For
VICTOTY.

But in the showdown it was Wynne the winner after
leading all the way, closely followed by Carlin and Smith-
ets, at the final gun.

So ended the 10th Annwal Winter Championships
with a brisk breeze singing through the rigging and a
tired and happy Lightning gang pulling out their boats
for the long haul home.

This race saw a red-hot group of ardent skippers trailer
in from all parts of the United States. The racing was
keen, the sportsmanship superb and the fun plentiful, as
35 boats waged their hard-fought battles around the
coutrse,

ist 2nd 3rd 4th sth Fin-
Skipper Race Race Race Race Race ish
Walt Swindeman 4 & 2 3 14 1
Tom Fallon 3 23 I @ 10 2
Bob Crane G2 3 3 L 11 3
Oscar MNelson 22 1 s 13 1 4
Alex Carlin A7 I3 14 10 2 3
Arthur Wynne 8 24 [ 14 I [
Ed Olsen _ ._ 20 7 17 2 I3 7
Haoward Foht 24 15 11 12 9 A
John Mclntosh 7 3 3 17 15 9
Karl Smither l 41 13 19 3 Ty
Wes Wiedrick F( 2 9 1 12 11
borgan Powell 12 I8 23 a9 R | Bd
Al Oberson 23 3 14 26 16 i3



URUGUAY RETAINS
CONTINENTAL TITLES

Jointly sponsored by the Uruguayan Yache Club and
the Ulruguavan Lighming Class Association, the 3rd South
American and 3rd Pan American: Championship: regarLas
were held in Montevideo, during :hc week of  February
17th o 24ch, -

In spire of the notorious absence of a U, 5. team, these
regattas turned out to be the greatest International sailing
event-ever seen in South American waters, both in number
of cotintries represented and quality of thL crews t-dcrng
p"!rt

This year it was Felix Sienra Casrellanos and his crew
of Victor Trinchin and Walter Perez wha, sailing a bor-
rowed Club boat, upheld the Urageayan colors by tak.:ng
first: place. in both events. Second and third place in

the 5. A. event went to Julic C. Goldie of  Urugaay

{winner of last vear’s Championships held in Peru) and

Carles MNavarro, Jr. of Peru respecuvely; and o Carlos
Navarto, Jr. and J. B. Baader of Argentinz in the Pan
American. : ?

Altogether seven countries were represented by a toral
of fifteen crews, divided as follows: Argentina; three;
Brazil, three; Colombia, one; Chile, one; Ecuador, one;
Peru, three; Urdguay, three. Except for the three Argen-
tines and - MWavarro of Peru; all crews sailed locally-buile
beats kindly lent by their Uruguayan owners.

The racing schedule was hampered by a persistent bad
weather during the beginning of the week, which delayed
the start of the frst races to Tuesday the 19th. In the
following days, most races had roibe held
in the morning with strongz winds and
choppy seas. These conditions favored the
local River Plate ecrews wheo establishied a
et superiority in the opening: taces. Al
berto Migone and Jorge Walera of ‘Argen-
tina,  Felix' Sienra  and ju!m Goldie - af
Uruguay took turns at leading the fleer,
and “soon it was clear to E'U'Lr}"[‘!l{:d";’ that
these crews would divide the honors among
them, ~However Lady Luck and Sienra’s
supe rb sailing soon took. a hr;wv m-l] of
the Argentine hopes.

In the 3rd race of the 5. Al évent, the
leading' Valera was disqualified by one of
his' own teammates on a pore and starbosrd
right ‘of way (some teamwotk!!) - and. in
the: 4th: race;, Mignone, then Lnding teft
a Government buoy on the wrong side and
was thus also disqualified oat of a first
place; leaving the two Uruguayans to fizht

- it our between them in the 3th and last race.

Something  similar happened in the Pan
Ametican series.  Sienra - opeped out with
wwo: first places closely followed by Walera
with two seconds. h‘llgunt.fou]zd out:of
the lst race when he touched the windward
‘mark. However, Valera won'the: 3rd tace
with Sienra finishing sixth, thus leavi ing the

. Argentine with a 3 point [ead: The 4th face

cturned out to be a fight for survival sinee
the wind picked up to a healthy 30 know:
accompanied by breaking seas. Dr. Galdie's
mast- went a few minutes after the: start
and- Valera's, three-hundred feet before the
finish while safely coveritg Sienra.” Duaring
this race, Navarro's boat {One Hoss Shay)

wids sfen to jump out of the water in such a
way that only part of his' centerboard rec
mamned in it. When he "landed". his bost
sprung a leak which very nearly preven_ted :
him from finishing. Sienra finished: in sec:

ond: place and was therefore virtual winner

with: a ‘seven point lead over Mavarro of
Ferul Seventeen year old Mavarce won the
last race and with ic the ‘runner-up title

Skill: and 5port5man>i':_ip were- at’ their
highesr thmugftuut the races;“which ' were



always hotly contested, with maost of the fleer finishing
within minutes of the leader.

Meost of the crews were put up at the Yacht Club
and this contributed greatly to the social success of the
series. Special “extra curricular” activities included; an
opening banquet offered by the Commodore of the Yacht
Club and attended by local authorities and Diplomatic
representatives; a dinner offered by the President of the
Race Committee; a couple of sightseeing rrips around
Montevideo and to Punta del Este [our principal sum-
mer resort); and a closing cocktail party and prize-giving
ceremony followed by a dance which turned out o be
an early demonstration of the South American Carnival
{Mardi Gras).

During the week, the delegates of the represented As
sociations met at the Ind South American Lightning
Class Congress, The maost important resofutions taken
were the following:

I. That the 4th South American Championship take
place in Guayaquil, Ecuador in October 1938,

F-d

That the Pan-American Championship be substi-
tuted by an Open International Series to be held
simultaneously with the 5. A, Championship, leav-
ing the basis of this event to be established in each
case by the organizing country according to ther
facilities.

This lase resolution was taken in view of the difhculties
of obtaining U. 5. and Canadian entries for two years
in a row causing an UNNecessary repetition of the South

Ametican Championship.
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OUR EARLY MAILING DATE HAS MET WITH HIGH APPROVAL. REMEMBER
TO SEND US YOUR 1957 REPORT AS EARLY AS YOU POSSIBLY CAN.
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3rd SOUTH
Skipper
F. Sienra
J. C. Goldie
Ch. Mavarro
1. Valeea
A. Migone
E. Plaza
J. B. Baader
H. Garcia Paston

E. Costa Souza

=

. Franco de Sa
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. Boekemever

. Rosells

. Dbregon

. H. Borba

I. Barreda Moller
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3rd PAN AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Skipper

E. Sienra
Ch. Navarro
R. A Baader

A. Migone

R. Casta Sowuza

J. Valera

E. Plaza

10, Goldie

K. Franco de 5a
H. Garcia Pastori
R. Obregon

B Bk

P. Rosella

C. H. Botba

J. Barreda Moller
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AMERICAN CHAMPIOMNSHIP

Country
Urnguay
Uruguay
Peru
Argentina
Argentina
Ecuador
Argentina
Uruguay
Brazil
Brazil
Chile
Peru
Colombia
Brawil

Peru

b

Country
Uruguay
Peru
Argentina
Argentina
Brazil
Argentina
Ecuador
Uruguay
Brazil
Uruguay
Colombia
Chile
Peru
Brazil

Peru

Place

i

Place
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