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The Lightning Family

The ACCs in South Dartmouth Yacht Club were a great experience, thanks to all of the terrific people from the Club and in the Class. Karen Woodcock did a great job organizing
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the clinic and running the ACCs. In what other class would vou find the current world champion (David Starck) running a clinic the day before the ACCs, assisted by past MNA
Champion (Ched Proctor) taking videos on the water and critiquing them.

Then the ACCs started on Saturday, as Buzzards Bay lived up to its name with winds building from 12 to 18 knots each day. During the last takedown at a leeward mark on

Saturday, we capsized and turtled. The preventer slipped thru the cleat as the board fell into the trunk. We needed assistance. The group who rescued us were very
knowledgable and demonstrated great seamanship during the rescue of our boat.

The first on scene was Reid Fortier and Kinder Woodcock in a rib. They maneuvered their rib to throw a line to us that we passed over our turtled Lightning and fastened to
the middle hiking strap. As they backed away, their engine was not powerful enough to right the boat. Bourne Knowles then appeared with his twin, 225 hp skiff. Our line
was passed to his boat, and after much time, it started to right the boat. Kinder and another rescuer jumped into the water to assist, and after we pushed the centerboard
out of the trunk, one of them stood on the bottom of the turtled Lightning and helped us right the boat. The spinnaker was full of water, and not only did it keep the mast from
coming out of the water as the boat was dragged sideways, but after the boat was righted, the weight of the water in the chute snapped the mast. The spinnaker halyard
had been too tangled to release.

Throughout the rescue, there were around five boats circling us at the appropriate distance, retrieving loose gear and crew, including our gracious hosts Bob and Pam Lasher,
all of which were returned to us when we reached shore. It was a sorry sight seeing the boat being towed in with the main up and strapped to the broken mast. Then we

were given more welcomed assistance when we reached the shore.

Tom Allen and his crew installed a new mast while Ched Proctor sewed a hole in our main to have us

sailing the next day. Saturday night Dennis Auckir from South Dartmouth Yacht Club came to our boat. He told us that he had won a certificate for 50% off a new spinnaker in
the raffle that night, which had been donated by Bill Fastigai of Vermont Sailing Partners, and he didn't have a Lightning, so he wanted to give the certificate to us because we
had broken our mast. That was the icing on the cake. Everyone from South Dartmouth Yacht Cub and our fellow Lightning sailors could not have been more friendly and
helpful. When we thanked Tom Allan and his crew for all their help, they summed it all up by saying " It's all being part of the Lightning Family!”

Thanks to all,

Joan and Gary Hurban



