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Carolina Yacht Club hosted the 5th Annual Wild Oyster Regatta October 24-25 in Charleston, South Carolina. While most of the 41 teams were from the strong Southeastern Lightning District some
came from as far as New York and Florida. Eric Oetgen from the Savannah Yacht Club sailing with the husband/wife team of Will and Laura Jeffers battled it out with David Starck from the Buffalo
Canoe Club and his team of local Terry Hamilton and Matty Schon for the regatta win.

Saturday brought beautiful sailing conditions with a 14-16 knot northeasterly wind complete with sunshine. The wind combined with an outgoing tide made for a very choppy first race. PRO Tommmy
Harken attempted two starts but with the outgoing tide the eager sailors forced him to pull out the black flag which proved to be very effective on the third attempt - all clear. Team Oetgen started
near the boat end and played the middle/right effectively to lead around the top mark. The team continued to extend that lead to win the first race of the dayv comfortably. Team Starck rounded the
top mark just ahead of Jack Jones and local Teams Fairchild and Will Tyner. Starck finished in second followed by Fairchild, Tyner and Jones.

For race 2 the tide had changed and was now flooding. Having a good line sight proved to be a key strategy as there was a very large line sag for the remaining three races. Team Oetgen started in
the middle of the line and played the middle left. Starck and Horowitz used right hand pressure to their advantage and rounded the top mark in first and second. Oetgen in third. Oetgen was the first
to jibe midway down the run and was able to catch up to Horowitz at the leeward mark. Coming up the last beat Horowitz played left, Starck middle left and Oetgen middle nght. Starck, able to
control both sides, went on to take the win. After some tight maneuvenng just before the finish, Oetgen edged out Horowitz for second. Fairchild and McCray were fourth and fifth.

Race 3 brought on another 5 leg race. The trend for the afternoon of right side pressure was mixed up a bit with a few shifts from the |left near the top mark. Team Oetgen played the shifts and
pressure well and while challenged by Team Starck lead wire to wire., Starck finished second followed by Team Harris. Youth skipper Carter Cameron and his team finished fourth and Jack Jones in
fifth.

The last race of the day (race 4) brought a little bit lighter conditions but still some strong puffs. The boats on the right Starck and Bost had slightly more pressure than Oetgen on left and rounded
the top mark in that order. Local Team Scarborough and Horowitz were right behind them. Oetgen jibed first and passed both Starck and Bost on the first run. Oetgen took the last race win and was
followed by Starck, Bost, Scarborough and Horowitz.,

Team Oetgen lead after 4 races with (1,2,1,1) & points, followed by Team Starck (2,1,2,2) with 7 points. Team Horowitz in third with 20 points (6,3,6,5), Team Tyner in fourth with 38 points
(4,9,14,11) and Team Krawcheck in fifth with 39 points (19,6,7,7).

After 4 great races there were lots of stories to swap Saturday night at the Carolina Yacht Club's famous Oyster Roast Dinner. Many continued on to Charleston's fine establishments for some mare
socializing and late night dancing.

Sunday morming brought an on-shore postponement as the breeze from Saturday dissipated overnight. While waiting ashore Starck, Oetgen, Horowitz and Fairchild helped to lead a debnief of
Saturday’s racing. With many newer Lightning owners and vounger sailors represented in the Fleet this hour long discussion was well attended. With no improvement and a discouraging forecast,
racing was called by noon.

Thank you to the Carolina Yacht Club, Charleston Lightning Fleet 329 and Regatta Chair Chris Hamilton for putting on another terrific regatta! Be sure to put this event on your regatta calendar for
2015!



